
 
Tahmoor Colliery - 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (T4C) 
Thursday 17th September 2009 

 

NEXT MEETING: 17TH DECEMBER 2009 
(Location: Vaby’s Restaurant, Picton, 5pm) 

Meeting Open: 5: 15pm Meeting Closed: 8:15 pm 

ATTENDANCE 

  Attending X Apology / Didn’t attend
 

 Mr. John Dengate Chairperson 

 Cr. Ben Banasik Wollondilly Council Representative 

 Cr. Colin Mitchell Wollondilly Council Representative 

X Mr. David Auchterlonie Community Representative 
 Mrs Diane Clarke Community Representative 
 Mr Jarrad Hilleard Community Representative 
 Mr. David Hunt Community Representative 

 Ms Diana Lange Community Representative 
 Ms. Julie Sheppard Community Representative 

 Mr. David Clarkson Tahmoor Colliery Representative 

 Mr. Ian Sheppard Tahmoor Colliery Representative 
Invitees:  

 Mr. John Culbert Mine Subsidence Board 

 Mrs Judith Egan Dept Mineral Resources 

X Mr Greg Kinninmonth Dept Mineral Resources 

 Mr Peter Baker Tahmoor Colliery Operations Manager 

X Mr. Ben De Somer Tahmoor Colliery Environment Coordinator 

 Mr Matt Hamilton Tahmoor Colliery Environment and Community 
Graduate 

X Mr. Shane Wilton Tahmoor Colliery Employee Representative 

X Mr. Nigel Charnock Environment & Community Manager – Xstrata 
Coal NSW 

Visitors:  

 Cr Shane Read Wollondlly Council Representative 

Copy to:  
 General Manager Wollondilly Shire Council (for Councillors) 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

Item Issue Action Date 
1. Welcome/Introductions   

 For the benefit of the Chairperson all attendees gave a brief 
introduction of themselves. 

  

2. Declarations of Interest   
2.1 John Dengate is filling in for Stuart Waters and is paid by Tahmoor 

Colliery as the Independent Chairperson for the committee 
  

3. Apologies   
 Apologies  

Hon Phillip Costa 
David Auchterlonie 
Ben de Somer 
Arrivals/Departures 
None 
Absent 
None 

 

 

4. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting   
 Minutes confirmed.   

5. Business Arising   
 7.1 – Julie Sheppard was to liaise with Cassandra McCarthy to 

organise community greenhouse workshops.  There was no agreed 
time for this and Julie will pursue with Xstrata when time allows. 

NFA 
 

 8.1 – Dave Clarkson used email notification to advise the committee 
members of the Colliery shift changes and their ramifications.  This 
was seen as an effective method. 

NFA 
 

 8.2 – Dave Clarkson did not forward the links to mining websites to 
members of the committee.   

Dave Clarkson 
to organise prior 
to next meeting 

17 Dec 
2009 

 8.2 – Ian Sheppard has nearly completed the presentation and will 
link it to an underground visit to provide context to the information 
provided. 

Ian Sheppard to 
organise prior to 

next meeting 

17 Dec 
2009 

 8.6 – Benn Banasik forwarded the report to Dave Clarkson NFA  

 10.1 – Dave Clarkson brought 3 options for location of a hard copy of 
the Resident’s Weekly Update in Picton to the Committee for 
consideration.   

1. Council Chambers 
2. Picton Shopping Centre 
3. Picton Library 

 
 
 
 
 

To be discussed 
at next meeting 
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Item Issue Action Date 
4. Correspondence   

IN 

1. (From previous meeting) Letter received from MSB in 
response to previous correspondence regarding matters 
surrounding mine subsidence compensation.  The letter is 
located in Attachment A to these minutes. 

2. A copy of a letter dated 7 September 2009. It is signed by 
the four community members and two Councillors who were 
representatives of the TCCCC at the time of the original 
letter in May last year. The letter is located in Attachment A 
to these minutes. 

3. A copy of a letter from David Hunt dated 4 September 2009. 
In this letter David is writing from his perspective as an 
individual and as a structural engineer The letter is located in 
Attachment A to these minutes. 

4. Letter from Tahmoor Colliery regarding the submission of 
the Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR) to 
DII. 

5. Copy of the AEMR received from Tahmoor Colliery 
6. Copy of the LW27-30 SMP Application received from 

Tahmoor Colliery 
 

Discussion was 
held regarding 

the role of 
Committee with 
regard to items 
1, 2 & 3.  This 

has been 
recorded under 
David Hunt in 

Committee 
Members 

Reports below.  

 

OUT None  
 

5. Committee Members Reports   
7.1 David Auchterlonie 

David was not present. .  

7.2 

Diane Clarke 
Diane indicated that she had no formal report at this point but would 
appreciate further education on mining and subsidence to increase 
her effectiveness in the role. 

Dave Clarkson 
to forward 

website links to 
educational 

material 
regarding 
mining. 

 
Ian Sheppard to 

organise an 
introduction to 
mining for new 

members 

17 Dec 
2009 

7.3 
Jarrad Hilleard 
Raised issues brought to him by residents on the western side of 
Abelia St, Tahmoor regarding their concerns that there had been no 
further communication between the MSB and themselves after initial 
repairs had been completed. 

Darren Bullock 
& Jarrad 

Hilleard to liaise 
as to what 

information can 
be provided to 

residents 

 

7.4 Dave Hunt 
Discussed Items 1 to 3 in Correspondence In above.  Dave stated 

Individual 
members of the 
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Item Issue Action Date 
that residents are feeling disadvantaged by the current subsidence 
management process the MSB is required to follow as they often 
have to wait 3 years for final repairs, can’t be compensated 
financially and can’t sell their house in this time if they want to.  He is 
also concerned that foundation damage is not being detected and 
repaired as part of the process.  Darren Bullock replied that based 
on hundreds of repairs completed by the MSB there has never been 
a return claim based on foundation damage once initial repairs have 
been completed, houses can be repaired if the owner wants to sell 
and that there are historical issues of compensation being paid, 
owners doing cosmetic repairs, on-selling the property and new 
owners being left with a poorly repaired property and lodging another 
claim with the MSB.  David Hunt believes that the MSB has not 
responded appropriately to this issue in its reply (Item 1 in 
Correspondence In) and is constrained by an out of date Mine 
Subsidence Compensation Act that needs review.  There followed a 
general discussion within the Committee regarding what role the 
Committee has in furthering this matter.  The main points raised 
were: 

1. Individual Committee members are free to request Council 
and State Representatives lobby the Minister responsible for 
the Act to initiate a review of the Act.   

2. Pursuing these issues with the MSB is not a role for the 
Committee as its Terms of Reference state that it is about 
two way communication between the community and 
Colliery and it is not a decision making body.  

Committee can 
lobby for a 

review of the 
Mine 

Subsidence 
Compensation 

Act 

7.5 Diana Lange 
 
The following is a copy of Diana Lange’s report submitted to the 
Committee. 
 
“Amongst the general community, people understand that the 
Colliery employs a large amount of local people and most residents 
know someone that is employed by the colliery either directly or 
indirectly.  There appeared to be misunderstandings as people 
believed that staff had simply been sacked and residents did have 
concerns for all those affected as having to find a job in this 
economic climate is worrying for all those concerned.  
 
Clearing up this misunderstanding was fairly simple and people felt 
much better knowing that redundancies had been offered.  It would 
be great to get some more information out to the community 
regarding those employees as I am aware that most or all of them 
were employed by other mines not too far from Tahmoor.    
 
I have found it quite disappointing to see members of the T4C in the 
local paper creating negative images of the Colliery.  It appears that 
some people have an agenda of making the Colliery look like the 
‘bad guys’ and I believe that this reflects badly not only for the 
Colliery but also for the other members of the T4C.  This is unfair to 
the other members who are trying to act in the role as a medium 
between the Colliery and the community.  My recollection of the last 

Dave Clarkson 
to submit a page 

of Committee 
members 

contact details 
for display on 

the Chamber of 
Commerce 
Website. 

17 Dec 
2009 
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Item Issue Action Date 
meeting in regards to the particular topic of Myrtle Creek is that the 
Colliery would investigate the alleged cracking of the creek and 
would come back to the T4C with its findings.  At this point I certainly 
have no update on the findings and therefore find the recent 
newspaper articles premature and infactual.  Hopefully we receive an 
update on the Myrtle Creek issue this evening.  
 
I would now like to provide you with some statistics from the 
Tahmoor Chamber of Commerce website which relate to the 
Colliery.  Stats have been taken for June, July and August. 
 
On average the Residents Weekly Update is being viewed 35 times 
per week.  There is an issue with some of the files being sent as they 
are too big and are causing an issue when uploading to the website.  
May we ask that the colliery try to reduce the file size of the update if 
possible?  
 
We have had 53 downloads so far for the Colliery Restructure media 
release. 
 
For June 26% of visitors arrived at the Chamber site by conducting a 
google search for ‘tahmoor colliery’ or similar (Total Hits for June – 
50 877) 
For July 38% of visitors arrived at the site by conducting a google 
search for ‘tahmoor colliery’ or similar (Total Hits for July- 43 617) 
For August 44% of visitors arrived at the site by conducting a google 
search for ‘tahmoor colliery’ or similar(Total Hits for August – 41 161) 
 
Basically the main drivers for traffic to the site are the Residents 
Weekly Updates, business directory, events and the news articles. 
 
With the high interest in information about the Colliery, I believe that 
the Tahmoor Chamber Website should be used as often as possible.  
As Xstrata are a Chamber Member I suggest that any information 
that the Colliery would like put out to the public be linked to the 
Chamber site.  This includes notices that you publish in the paper 
and any other general information.  I also think that perhaps the T4C 
should have contact numbers put onto the site for any resident that 
would like the committee members to answer questions or to liaise 
with the Colliery on their behalf.” 

7.6 Julie Sheppard 
Julie ‘s concerns regarding Myrtle Creek are covered in General 
Business 

. 
 

6. Update on Current & Future Mining Operations   
8.1 Environment Update – M Hamilton 

Matt Hamilton gave a brief update on noise and water related issues 
affecting the Colliery and its current exploratory drilling program.  
Presentation in Attachment B 
There was general discussion during and after the presentation 
focused on noise reduction and regarding the options the Colliery is 
implementing and potential associated environmental impacts 

David Clarkson 
to ensure that 

community 
consultation 

occurs 

17 Dec 
2009 


